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In statements to Notimex on Feb. 27 in San Salvador, Salvadoran political leader Guillermo
Ungo said that since there is no symmetry between the Nicaraguan and Salvadoran "realities,"
the likelihood of the Feb. 25 election results impacting on El Salvador's prospects for peace and
democracy are remote. Ungo is secretary general of Revolutionary National Movement (MNR),
president of the Revolutionary Democratic Front (FDR, political coalition allied with the Farabundo
Marti National Liberation Front), and regional leader of the Socialist International. Ungo fled El
Salvador in November during a major FMLN offensive, and after receiving several death threats.
He returned to his home country this week for the first time since November. According to Ungo,
in El Salvador a negotiated solution to the civil war is necessary characterized by democratization.
The latter, he said, would be characterized first by a restructuring and "cleansing" of the armed
forces, to be followed by full electoral participation without persecution. Ungo said he would remain
in El Salvador for a short time only. He added, "We are not going to provide the government with
the gift of an image of democratization that does not exist." On Sunday's election in Nicaragua,
the Salvadoran politician said the results do not mean a rejection of the Sandinistas as such, and
that Washington was indirectly responsible for many Nicaraguans' preference for the National
Opposition Unity (UNO). For many politically unsophisticated Nicaraguans, said Ungo, Daniel
Ortega represented the continuity of US aggression. These "sectors," he added, sought a pragmatic
solution that would not mean confrontation with the US and that could offer peace at last."
Ungo said that "after 10 years, the Sandinista Front continued being the target of US aggression,
regardless of what the [Sandinistas] did or said. Cease-fire or no, US military aid to the contras or
no, the war in Nicaragua continued." Consequently, he said, many voters saw in Violeta Barrios de
Chamorro "a guarantee for peace." (Basic data from Notimex, 02/27/90)
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